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The only interesting points of the diplomatic negotiations
which followed the signature of the Webb Act were the
citation by Mr. Bryan of the prohibitive Land Law of
Japan as evidence of the lack of reciprocity by that
country ; the definition by both sides that " the question
of naturalization is a problem of national and not inter-
national concern "*; and the attempt made by Japan in
Aygust 1913 to conclude a supplementary treaty to settle
the question.

I believe the first news of the Japanese proposal on this
point was conveyed in a telegram from myself to London
and published there and in America. My information
came from a hint given me by the attorney to the American
Embassy, the late Mr. Mclvor, formerly Consul-General at
Yokohama, who had been instructed to draft a brief for
the Ambassador on a point of Roman Law, raised, as I
learned later, by the late Mr. Denison, Adviser to the
Japanese Foreign Office. The suggestion was raised by
him on behalf of the Japanese Government that the
Federal authority had power to overrule any action taken
by any of the individual States ; and the United States
Government, it was proposed, should express its agreement
in principle with this view. I informed the correspondent
of the Associated Press of the proposal. It was of more
interest to his clientele in America than to mine in England.
He inquired at the Foreign Office and saw Mr. Denison,
who strongly denied everything. He met me at the Tokio
Club the same evening, and I expressed the view that the
very vehemence of the Denisonian denial was corroborative
evidence of the correctness of my information. I gave
him the source of my information, and, as I had to return
to the country the same evening, went off. Two days
after the wires were throbbing with news that commercial
circles in America were agitated over an A.P. message
from Tokio that Japan had proposed the conclusion of
a new ''commercial" treaty with the States, which, as the
existing one was only a few months old, was a truly
remarkable statement. In the bustle of categorically

1 Cf. the Japanese attitude at the Versailles Conference, 1919.